The role of angioplasty in acute myocardial infarction.
The role of primary angioplasty versus thrombolytic therapy for the treatment of coronary thrombosis has been the subject of recent randomised trials. They have shown a higher early patency rate after angioplasty with no differences in later patency. Recurrent ischaemia was more frequent after thrombolysis, but the one study that examined myocardial salvage showed no difference. There were fewer intracerebral bleeds in the angioplasty group, but owing mostly to much higher than usual stroke occurrence in the thrombolysis group. With less than 800 patients in all the studies, no final conclusions can yet be drawn about effects on mortality and larger studies are needed. Primary angioplasty is an option when operators are skilled and the procedure can be done quickly.